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NEIGHBOraroOD  OF  CENTRAL 

NORTH  END 

PARKS 

C(N)-1.    Charter  Street  Playgrcund 
dictrter  Street 

C(N)-2.    Coluihbus  Park 
Atlantic  Avenue 

C(N)-3.    Ccpps  Hill  Terrace 

Ccanmercicil  and  Charter  Streets 

C(N)-4.    Cutillo  Playground 

Morton  and  Stillman  Streets 

C(N)-5.    DeFilippo  Playground 
SxKW  Hill  Street 

C(N)-6.-  C(N)-7.  Not  Within  Scope  of  Surv^ 

C(N)-8.    Langone  Park 

Ocnroercial  Street 

C(N)-9.         Polcari  Playground 
North  Bennett  Street 

C(N)-10.       Puopolo  Playground 
Ccmmercicil  Street 


Acreacre 
0.25 

4.3 

0.6 

0.29 

1.13 


2.1 


0.4 


4.81 


SQUARES  AND  MATTfi 

C(N)-11.   Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 

C(N)-12.   Paxil  Revere  Mall 

Hanover  and  Unity  Streets 


Acreage 


0.76 


C(N)-13.  -  C(N)-19.  Not  Within  Scqpe  of  Survey 
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I     Neighborhood:  Downtown 

Map  of  Neighborhood's  Open  Space 
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Nd'uhborhood:  Chinatown 

Map  of  Neighborhood's  Open  Space 


•  Pagoda  Park  is  located  in  Coimut — 
Downtown,  but  is  considered  part  of 
the  Cicurai -Chinatown  neighborhood, 
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Neighborhood:  Nonh  End 

Map  of  Neighborhood's  Open  Spucc 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhoodt  CCKxrflU^u  CCMiM^qtwM^ 

Site  Name;  ^<6od».  V^^^ Site  Type:  Pi^u  |^^ 

Locatioin   i^»jiiRitu>»u^ Acreage;  1. 4*7  A, 

Evaluation  Team;  ^P  f  '^ Weather  Conditions ? 


SITE  NO 


Evaluation  Date;    ^-70^  bT 


Surrounding  Land  Uses;  kr^\A^  ,  ^^^-^JS^  d\^\€^\ 


Site  Plan 


VjAV\(s» 


Ramp  "E' 


>•      It  <•• 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Wang  Center  and  parking 
at  rear  of  site. 
Fencing  to  left 
delineates  edge  of 
parking.   Possibly  on 
park  property- 


Site  Photograph  2 

Irregularly  shaped 
park  with  no  site 
improvements  other 
than  trees  and  grass. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Two  basketball  and  one 
tennis  court. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Pagoda  Park  sign. 
Good  strong  tree 
planting  along  street 
edge. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  shows  proximity  of 
park  to  ramp.   Trees 
are  good  partial  screen. 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  shows  park  in  its 
surrounding  context. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  7 

Location  of  park  poor, 
with  weak  street 
presence. 


Site  Photograph 


Site  Photograph 
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Neighborhood:  CciiuurXDowniown) 

Site  Name:  Pagoda  Park 

Location:  Kneeland  Street  and  comer  of  Southeast  Expressway 

Acreage:  1.47  A 

Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Pagoda  Park  is  an  irregularly  shaped  area  of  land  located  south  of  Kneeland  Street 
and  east  of  the  Southeast  Expressway  interchange  with  the  turnpike  and  South 
Station  off  ramps.  To  the  east  of  the  park  is  a  very  large  and  tall  electrical 
generating  plant,  parking  for  Wang  Laboratories,  and  the  rail  yards  for  South 
Station  beyond.  The  park  site  is  completely  enclosed  by  8  to  12-foot  chain-link 
fencing.  Entrance  into  the  park  is  through  two  gates  on  Kneeland  Street  A 
planting  of^Pin  Oaks  frames  the  park  to  the  west  Basketball  and  tennis  courts  are 
located  at  the  northern  end  of  the  park.  Four  metal  bleachers  provide  park 
seating.  The  far  southern  extent  of  the  park  is  an  open  grassy  area  with  several 
maple  trees,  some  of  which  have  tree  forts  built  in  them.  Commercial  and 
highway  uses  surround  the  site. 


suM- 
A 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  paik-built  elements  and  sports  facilities  are  in  good  condition.  All 
trees  are  also  in  good  condition.  The  grass  is  in  very  poCT  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  location  of  Pagoda  Park  adjacent  to  the  Southeast  Expressway  interchange 
greatly  compromises  the  usefulness  of  this  site  as  a  park.  Traffic  noise  and 
pollution  dominate  the  environment  The  adjacent  electrical  plant  and  parking 
lots  also  contribute  to  the  inhospitable  character  of  this  site.  The  site  is  subject  to 
buffeting  winds,  and  there  are  no  nearby  residences.  The  tree  plantings  are  a  great 
asset  to  the  space,  but  taken  as  a  whole  this  is  not  an  optimum  location  for  a  park. 
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Neighborhood:  Central  (Chinatown) 

Site  Name:  Pagoda  Park 

Location:  Kieeland  Street  and  comer  of 

Southeast  Expressway 
Acreage:   1.47  A       Site  Type:  Play  lot 


No.:  C(C)-1 


Site  Descripticai: 


Pagoda  Park  is  an  irregulcirly  shc^aed  area  of  land 
located  south  of  Kneeland  Street  and  east  of  the 
Southeast  Expressway  interchange  with  the 
turnpike  and  South  Station  off  ranps.  To  the 
east  of  the  park  is  a  very  large  and  tall 
electrical  generating  plant,  parking  for  Wang 
laboratories  and  the  reiil  yards  for  South  Station 
beyond.  The  park  site  is  ccnpletely  enclosed  by 
8-12  foot  chain  link  fencing.  Entrance  into 
the  park  is  through  two  gates  en  Kneeland 
Street.  A  planting  of  Pin  Oaks  frames  the  park 
to  the  west.  Basketball  and  tennis  courts  are 
located  at  the  northern  end  of  the  park.  Four 
metcil  bleachers  provide  peirk  seating.  Hie  far 
southern  extent  of  the  park  is  cui  open  grassed 
area  with  several  M^le  trees,  sane  of  which  have 
tree  forts  built  in  them.  Caranercial  and  highway 
uses  surround  the  site. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


All  standard  peirk  built  eleanents  and  sports 
facilities  are  in  good  condition.  All  trees  are 
also  in  good  condition.  Ihe  grass  is  in  very 
poor  coandition. 

The  location  of  Pagoda  Park  adjacent  to  the 
Southeast  E:q)ressway  interchange  greatly 
ccnprcmises  the  usefulness  of  this  site  as  a 
park.  Traffic  noise  and  pollutioi  dominate  the 
environment.  The  adjacent  electriceil  plant  and 
parJtlng  lots  also  contribute  to  the  inhospitable 
character  of  this  site.  The  site  is  subject  to 
buffeting  winds,  and  there  are  no  nearby 
resideiK^s.  The  tree  plantings  are  a  great  asset 
to  the  space,  but  taken  as  a  v*iole  this  is  not  an 
optimum  location  for  a  park. 
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STANDARD  PARK 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 


SITE  NO. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


BUILDINGS  AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
AND  PARKING 


SITE  NO. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 
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UlTY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood;  CEure^u  C  CMivoiHWMM'^ 

Site  Name;  ggM-fev^y  1=^>^ Site  Type:  R^Utiuf^ 

Location:  Huosom  t  "guJ^cH Acreage:  ^  i'^AJ 


SITE  N( 


Evaluation  Team:  ^f^  ^f^ 

Evaluation  Date:     ^' ^g •  tTl ^-mk>uva 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^oka^i^u^I         J 


Weather  Conditions: 


Site  Plan 


Hb^^ 


^^TAOKAUT^      -^    <m)P<^ 


^Hudson  Straet 


gas^ 


Surface  Artery 


Edinbort 
Street 


100 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  along  edge  of 
park  on  Hudson  Street — 
shows  Chinese  character 
of  fencing  in  keeping 
with  character  of 
neighborhood. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Entry  into  park  with 
seating  and  trees 
around  edge.   Noise  and 
fumes  from  surface 
artery  behind  impact 
this  park. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Shows  location  of  park 
next  to  gateway  into 
Chinatown.   Locust 
tree  planting  provides 
filtered  shade. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Playlot  with  mural 
behind. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Maintenance  access  to 
tree  pits  difficult  due 
to  location  of  benches. 


Site  Photograph  6 


Neighborhood:  GentcaUChinatown 
Site  Name:  Gateway  Park 
Location:  Hudson  and  Beach  Streets 
Acreage:  0.13  A 
Site  Type:  Playlet 


Site  Description: 


Gateway  Park,  is  a  small  rectangular  site  located  in  a  commercial  area  at  the  edge 
of  Chinatown  just  west  of  the  Southeast  Expressway.  The  park  is  adjacent  to  the 
intersection  of  Beach  and  Hudson  Streets.  Immediately  to  the  north  of  the  park  is 
the  large  sculptural  gateway  into  Chinatown.  To  the  east  is  a  building  with  a 
mural  painted  on  the  wall,  and  to  the  south  are  commercial  buildings.  The  park  is 
enclosed  by  a  brightly  colored  metal  fence.  Shade  tree  plantings  frame  the  park 
edges,  where  there  are  numerous  benches.  A  small  playground  structure  is 
located  within  the  site. 


Condition  Assessments: 


With  the  exception  of  one  bench,  all  standard  park-buHt  elements  are  in  good 
condition.  The  play  structure  is  also  in  good  condition.  The  sand  surface  has 
accumulated  litter.  The  trees  are  ail  in  good  condition,  except  for  one  tree  which 
is  dead  and  requires  removal.  The  groundcover  which  once  occqjied  the  planting 
beds  is  almost  entirely  dead. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  location  of  Gateway  PaA  next  to  the  symbolic  gateway  to  Chinatown  is 
good.  Unfortunately,  it  is  adjacent  to  the  heavy  traffic,  noise  and  pollution  of  the 
Southeast  Expressway  and  Beach  Street,  which  overwhehns  the  park.  The  park  is 
dominated  by  these  impacts.  The  area  is  also  subject  to  strong  winds.  Although 
there  is  no  evidence  of  vandalism,  tiash  is  not  collected  regularly  enough  to  keep 
this  park  appearing  cared  for  and  in  good  condition. 
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Nei^ibozhood:  Central  (dinatoMn) 

Site  Name:  Gateway  Park 

Locaticn:  Hudson  emd  6eac±i  Streets 

Acreage:   0.13  A       Site  Type:  Playlot 


No.:  C(C)-2 


Site  Description: 


Ocndition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Gateway  Park  is  a  small  rectangular  site  located 
in  a  ocninercial  area  at  the  edge  of  QiinatcMn 
just  west  of  the  Southeast  Expressway.     The  park 
is  adjacent  to  the  intersecticn  of  Beach  and 
Hudson  Streets.  Umediately  to  the  north  of  the 
park  is  the  large  sculptural  gateway  into 
Chinatown.  To  the  east  is  a  building  with  a 
nuTcd  painted  on  the  wall,  and  to  the  south  are 
ccnimercial  buildings.  Ihe  park  is  enclosed  by  a 
bristly  colored  metal  fence.  There  are  numerous 
benches  cilcng  the  edge  of  the  park.  Shade  tree 
plantings  frame  the  park  edges.  A  small 
playground  structure  is  located  within  the  site. 

With  the  exception  of  cne  bench,  edl  standard 
park  built  elements  are  in  good  condition.  The 
play  structure  is  cdso  in  good  ccaidition.  The 
sand  surface  has  accumulated  litter.  The  trees 
are  edl  in  good  condition,  exc^rt  for  one  tree 
viiich  is  dead  and  requires  resnoval.  The 
groundcover  vAiich  caice  occi^jied  the  planting  beds 
is  edmost  entirely  dead. 

The  locaticai  of  Gateway  Park  next  to  the  symbolic 
gateway  to  Chinatown  is  good.  Iftifortunately,  it 
is  adjacent  to  the  heavy  traffic,   noise  and 
pollution  of  the  Southeast  ES^aressway  and  Beach 
Street.  The  park  is  dcminated  by  these  inpacts. 
The  area  is  also  subject  to  strong  winds. 
Althouf^  there  is  no  evidence  of  vandalism,  trash 
is  not  collected  regularly  enou^  to  ke^  this 
park  appearing  cared  for  and  in  good  condition. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


p. 3 


SITE   SUMMARY 


7- 

SITE  NO. 


?^ 


^- 


r^. 


^ 


1 


i-i    en     h-t 


ofiO    as     u 


i 


<3T 


S 


i:^ 


^-^ 


-,-> 


-^ 


..r 


Vi 


-i-' 


•c^'- 


,-^ " 


^  5. 

F2. 

^^ 

®  ^ 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 
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STANDARD  PARK 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS    FACILITIES 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


BUILDINGS  AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
AND  PARKING 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 
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(JiT  if  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVA.LUATION 

Neighborhood:  C&KxrgAu  (.CmM^crowKj) 

Site  Name;  KiefcTOM  F*e»c-  Site  Type:  '?M<;{e  fe-  L 
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SITE  NO 


Location:  ^ttA^^  ^  T^^yvCKrr  ^T^EeF; .   Acreage;  <^  1<^  A 

Evaluation  Team;  ^  ^  f^r  Weather  Conditions; 

Evaluation  Date;    g^-^Q'&T  ^i^^t^v^\ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  Cfi\jv/VC^  \h^l\i)^<Z^^u^<]vi^  rMYAUvc 
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Site  Photograph  1 

Weed  trees  around  base 
of  bollard  should  be 
removed  as  soon  as 
possible  before 
developing  into  larger 
more  difficult  to 
remove  size. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  of  site  from  across 
street.   Walls  and  berms 
inhibit  view  into,  or 
through  site. 


Site  Photograph  3 

View  through  center  of 
site. 


Site  Photograph  4 


Berms  too  steep  in  some 
areas  to  maintain  grass. 
This  is  location  of  a 
tree  that  died,  possibly 
as  result  of  water 
draining  too  rapidly 
away  from  tree  roots. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Seating  and  game  table 
with  shade  trees  and 
shrubs. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Access  way  through  site- 
Note  sparse  foliagp. 
on  trees  to  left. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

View  along  edge  of  site 
along  Charles  Street. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Benches  removed  from 
concrete  wall. 


Neighborhood:  Cemnrf^hinatownl 

Site  Name:  Norton  Park 

Location:  Qiaries  and  Tremont  Streets 

Acreage:  0.99  A 

Site  Type:  Passive  Parte 


^ 


Site  Description: 


Norton  Park  is  a  trapezoidal  site  located  at  the  comer  of  Tremont  and  Charles 
Streets  in  a  commercial  and  residential  area.  Tufts  New  England  Medical  Center 
is  located  across  Tremont  Street  from  the  park.  It  abuts  a  high-rise  residential 
building  on  the  north  and  circular  church  building  at  the  comer  of  Tremont  and 
Charles  Streets.  The  parte  consists  of  a  large  sunken  sitting  area  enclosed  with 
high  raised  plantar.  There  are  two  smaller  sitting  areas,  one  of  which  has  had  its 
seating  removed.  Several  staircases  and  sloping  paths  provide  access  to  the  main 
sitting  area.  This  area  has  been  designed  to  also  serve  as  a  performance  space. 
Most  of  the  planting  beds  are  steeply  benned  and  planted  with  large  tulip  and 
cherry  trees  as  well  as  shrubbery  and  grass. 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition  except  for  a  few  lights,  one 
trash  receptacle  and  the  missing  benches.  The  plantings  vary  considerably  in  , 

condition.  The  Tulip  trees  are  mostly  dead  or  in  poor  condition.  The  remaining     v'     '^ ' 
trees  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The  shmbbery  and  grass  are  in  fair  to  poor 
condition  and  seem  poorly  cared  for. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Visibility  into  Norton  Park  is  very  limited  by  the  design  of  its  high  bermed 
planters.  These  planters  create  several  hidden  comers  in  the  park.  Many  of  the 
benches  have  been  removed.  The  steep  benns  are  difGcult  to  maintain  and  this 
steep  sloping  coididon  results  in  rapid  water  runoff  which  can  leave  plants  very 
dry.  The  site  also  is  subject  to  buffeting  winds  created  by  nearby  tall  buildings. 
Reflected  heat  in  this  densely  built  area  combines  with  wind  conditions  and  slopes 
to  make  this  a  difficult  environment  for  plant  growth.  In  replacing  plants  that 
have  died,  care  should  be  given  to  choosing  species  that  have  a  better  chance  of 
surviving  existing  conditions  dian  a  numbo'  of  die  species  that  have  been  used. 

The  circulation  system  through  the  site  is  good,  and  £acilitates  movement  between 
adjacent  streets. 


IV^ 


Neighborhood:  Central  (Chinatown)        '    ^ 

Site  Name:  Norton  Park 

Location:  Charles  and  Tremont  Streets 

Acreage:   0.99  A       Site  Type:  Passive  Park 


No.:  C(C)-3 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Norton  Park  is  a  trapezoidal  site  located  at  the 
comer  of  Tremont  and  Charles  Streets  in  a 
ccmnercial  and  residential  area.  Tufts  New 
England  Medicea  Center  is  located  across  Tremont 
Street  fron  the  park.  It  abuts  a  high-rise 
residential  building  on  the  north  and  circular 
church  building  at  the  comer  of  Tremont  and 
Charles  Streets.  The  park  consists  of  a  large 
sunken  sitting  area  enclosed  with  high  raised 
planters.  Ihere  are  two  smaller  sitting  areas, 
one  of  vdiich  has  had  its  seating  removed. 
Several  st2LLrcases  and  slewing  paths  provide 
access  to  the  main  sitting  area.  Ihis  area  has 
been  designed  to  eilso  serve  as  a  performance 
space.  Most  of  the  planting  beds  are  steely 
bermed  and  planted  with  large  Tulip  and  Cherry 
trees  as  well  cis  shrvibbery  and  grass. 

All  stcindard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition  exc^jt  for  a  few  lights,  one  trash 
rec^±acle  and  the  missing  benches.  The 
plantings  vary  considerably  in  condition.  The 
T\ilip  trees  are  mostly  dead  or  in  poor 
ccaidition.  The  resnaining  trees  are  in  fair  to 
good  condition.  The  shrubbery  and  grass  are  in 
fair  to  poor  condition  and  seem  poorly  cared  for. 

Visibility  into  Norton  Park  is  very  limited  by 
the  design  of  its  high  bermed  planters.  These 
planters  create  several  hidden  comers  in  the 
peuric.  Many  of  the  benches  have  been  removed, 
perhc^js  because  th^  were  inappropriately  used. 
The  steep  berms  are  difficult  to  maintain  and 
this  steep  sloping  conditicxi  results  in  rapid 
water  runoff  vhich  ccui  leave  plants  very  dry. 
The  site  also  is  subject  to  buffeting  winds 
created  by  nearby  tall  buildings.  Reflected  heat 
in  this  densely  built  area  combines  with  wind 
conditions  and  slcpes  to  make  this  a  difficult 
envircaTment  for  plemt  grcwth.  In  r^lacing 
plants  that  have  died,  care  should  be  given  to 
choosing  species  that  have  a  better  chance  of 
surviving  existing  conditions  than  a  number  of 
the  species  that  have  been  used. 

The  circulation  system  throuf^  the  site  is  good, 
and  facilitates  movement  between  cidjacent 
streets. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


BUILDINGS  AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
AND  PARKING 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 


SITE  NO. 


i-jjtai*" 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood^  C^kn^^M^  (Cuwa^no^M^ 

Site  Namet^srvTv^a*  T>^^ Site  Type:  Sj^oa^ 

Location:  Cooo>Am>^»^gTu»«er^  CmuvA  Acreage:  O^fSK 

Evaluation  Team:  ^9P  ^  ^tt"  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:    ^'"Hl'bl  "^k 


C^ 


SITE  NO. 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:    Hct"-^ ,  2^u.w\^ajiLy 


Site  Plan   ^ 


-<^ 


Stuart  Street 


r 
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100 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  of  park. —  shows 
granite  bollards  along 
street  edge,  plant  beds 
edged  with  well-pruned 
shrubs  and  flowering 
trees  and  shrubs. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Well-maintained  grass. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Statue  as  focal  point 
and  planting  at  base. 


Neighborhood:  CemmrfChinatown 

Site  Name:  Statler  Park 

Location:  Columbus  Avenue,  Stuart  and  Church  Streets 

Acreage:  0.25  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


c/ 


Site  Description: 


Statler  Park  is  a  triangular  site  on  the  comer  of  Columbus  Avenue,  Stuart  and 
Church  Streets.  It  is  surrounded  by  tall  buildings  in  a  densely  developed  commer- 
cial area.  The  park  is  designed  as  a  formal  garden  with  a  central  circular  configu- 
ration. A  bronze  statue  serves  as  the  focal  point  of  the  park.  The  site  is  richly 
planted. 


Condition  Assessments: 


As  a  whole,  the  park  is  well  maintained  and  in  good  condition.  The  concrete 
paving  is,  however,  in  poor  condition  in  several  areas  along  the  Stuart  Street  and 
Columbus  Avenue  sidewalks.  Some  areas  of  the  concrete  curb  have  settled  and 
need  resetting.  One  light  pole  has  settled  and  is  out  of  vertical  alignment  The 
grass,  shrubs  and  trees  are  almost  all  in  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Statlo-  Park  is  well  maintained  by  the  Park  Plaza  Trust  and  appears  lush  and  cared 
for.  However,  the  noise  and  rush  of  heavy  traffic  on  Columbus  Avenue  and 
Stuart  Street  dominate  the  park.  Winds  also  buffet  the  site  due  to  the  height  of 
surrounding  buildings.  Consequently,  the  park  is  not  well  suited  for  use  as  a 
passive  sitting  area.  Its  present  development  as  a  formal  visual  space  is  the  best 
use  for  the  site,  although  it  requires  extraordinary  maintenance  e^ort.  The  park 
would  be  visually  more  prominent  if  parking  was  prohibited  along  its  edges.  In 
the  near  ftiture,  the  site's  pavement  will  need  reconstruction. 


IV-5 
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Nei^Tborhood:  Central  (Qiinatcwn) 

Site  Name:  Statler  Park 

Location:  Columbus  Avenue,  Stuart  and  Qiurch  Streets 

Acreage:   0.25  A      Site  Type:  Square 


No.:  C(C)-4 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Statler  Park  is  a  triangular  site  on  the  comer 
of  Columbus  Avenue,  Stuart  and  Oiurch  Streets. 
It  is  surrounded  by  tall  buildings  in  a  densely 
developed  canmercieil  area.  The  park  is  designed 
as  a  formed  garden  with  a  central  circular 
configuration.  A  bronze  statue  serves  as  the 
focal  point  of  the  park.  Ihe  site  is  richly 
planted. 

As  a  Vidiiole,  the  park  is  well  maintciined  and  in 
good  condition.  The  concrete  paving  is,  however, 
in  poor  conditio!  in  several  areas  along  the 
Stuart  Street  cind  ColiMxis  Avenue  sidewalks. 
Seme  areas  of  the  concrete  curb  have  settled  and 
need  resetting.  One  light  pole  has  settled  and 
is  out  of  vertical  alignment.  The  grass,  shrubs 
and  trees  are  edmost  all  in  good  condition. 

Statler  Park  is  well  maintcdned  by  the  Park  Plaza 
Trust  and  appears  lush  and  cared  for.  However, 
the  noise  and  rush  of  heavy  traffic  on  Columbus 
Avenue  and  Stuart  Street  dcminate  the  park. 
Winds  also  buffet  the  site  due  to  the  height  of 
surrounding  buildings.  Consequently,  the  park  is 
not  well  suited  for  use  as  a  passive  sitting 
area.  Its  present  develcpnent  as  a  formal  visual 
space  is  the  best  use  for  the  site,  although  it 
requires  extraordinary  maintenance  effort.  The 
park  would  be  visually  more  prcminent  if  par)cing 
was  prohibited  along  its  edges.  In  the  near 
future,  the  site's  pavement  will  need 
reconstrviction . 
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NEIOfflORHOOD  OF  CENTRAL 

CHINATOWN 

PARKS 

C(C)-1.    Pagcsda  Park 

Kneeland  Street  and  comer  of 
Southeast  Ebqjressway 


Gateway  Park 

Hudson  and  Beach  Streets 


C(C)-2, 
C(C)-3 
C(C)-4 
C(C)-5.  -  C(C)-7.  Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 


Norton  Pcirk 

Charles  and  Treroont  Streets 
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Columbus  Avenue,  Stuart  and  Church  Streets 


Acreage 
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DOWNTOWN 
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C(D)-1.    Gushing  Park 

Cambridge  and  New  Chardon  Streets 

SQUARES  AND  PLAZAS 

C(D)-2.    Not  Within  Scope  of  Svirvey 

C(D)-3.    City  Hall  Grounds 

School  Street  and  City  Hall  Avenue 


City  Hall  Plaza 

Cambridge  and  New  Congress  Streets 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  Czmt^m^  (.^vgKJfTPvgKi^ 

Site  Name;  Cu^wvim^ 'T=><enL- Site  Type:  V^^-  r^jjA 

Location:  C^km^hi^^c^  tKigvM^v^teU Acreage:  D^^'^^ 

Evaluation  Team:  ^n^   ^Ibff^  We^'^^^^  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date t     ^-70'  tP  ^ivtivu 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  Cb^i^\Z\fc^^) 


bC5 
SITE  NO 


Site  Plan 


^^^••^^^v>j^jz^^(^i^^i66 


^ 


f^ 


\\'\\\\\\\\\\C^^i 


.^l^fv^ 


^ 


tCALI 

0  110   la 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  of  park  from 
across  Cambridge  Street. 
Trees  in  raised  planters 
very  visible  and  provide 
a  green  'oasis'  on 
corner.   Seating  at  a 
lower  level. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  of   edge   of   park 
along   Cambridge   Street. 

ill 

...  t'C^-.- 

Site  Photograph  3 


View  into  site. 


€^ 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Trees,  shrubs  and  weeds 
in  raised  planters. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  from  interior  of 
park  out  towards 
Cambridge  Street.. 


^ 


Site  Photograph  6 

Benches  and  trash 
receptacles  along  inside 
edge  of  planters. 


^ 


Neighborhood:  CentnitxDowntown^ 

Site  Name:  Gushing  Park 

Location:  Cambridge  and  New  Chardon  Streets 

Acreage:  0.33  A 

Site  Type:  Passive  Park 


Site  Description: 


Gushing  Park  is  a  somewhat  triangular  site  located  on  the  comer  of  Gambridge 
and  New  Ghardon  Streets  in  the  Government  Genter  section  of  downtown  Boston. 
The  park  is  a  sunken  space  enclosed  with  raised  concrete  planters.  There  are 
shade  and  flowering  trees  as  well  as  shrubs  and  groundcovers  within  the  planters, 
and  a  grove  of  Birch  trees  near  the  main  sitting  area.  Seadng  is  built  into  the 
planters.  There  is  a  commercial  building  to  the  north  and  a  subway  entrance  and 
building  to  the  east  At  the  end  of  a  ramp  leading  into  the  park  firom  the  east  is  a 
bust  of  Cardinal  Gushing. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Some  areas  of  the  park's  bituminous  pavers  have  settled,  as  have  the  footings  and 
pavement  under  three  of  the  park's  trash  receptacles.  Otherwise,  all  standard  park- 
built  elements  are  in  good  to  excellent  condition.  Most  of  the  trees  are  in  good 
condition.  The  Junipers  in  die  shrub  beds  are  not  well  suited  to  the  level  of  shade 
they  receive,  anS  consequenUy  many  of  them  are  in  poor  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


With  open  outdoor  gathering  space  at  a  premium  in  Government  Genter,  Gushing 
Paric  provides  a  needed  and  lush  place  to  relax.  However,  the  grade  differential 
between  park  and  street  creates  problems  for  the  space.  It  is  uninviting  to  enter 
and  use,  susceptible  to  litter  build-up,  and  difficult  to  maintain.  The  City  of 
Boston  Trust  Office  is  funding  a  re-design  of  the  park  that  addresses  diese  and 
other  issues,  such  as  circulation  and  the  park's  connection  to  die  subway.  Mainte- 
nance at  present  is  inadequate,  and  needs  to  be  improved. 
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Nei«^iborhood:  Central  (Dcwntcwn) 

Site  Name:  Gushing  Park 

Location:  Cambridge  and  New  Qiardon  Streets 

Acreage:   0.33  A       Site  Type:  Passive  Park 


No.:  C(D)-1 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Cushing  Park  is  a  sonewhat  triangulcir  site 
located  on  the  corner  of  Cambridge  and  New 
Chardon  Streets  in  the  Government  Center  section 
of  downtcwn  Boston.  The  petrk  is  a  sunken  space 
enclosed  with  raised  concrete  planters.  There 
are  shade  and  flowering  trees  as  well  as  shrubs 
and  groundcovers  within  the  planters,  and  a  grove 
of  Birch  trees  near  the  main  sitting  area. 
Seating  is  built  into  the  planters.  There  is  a 
cannercial  building  to  the  north  and  a  subway 
entrance  and  building  to  the  east.  At  the  end  of 
a  ranp  leading  into  the  park  frcm  the  east  is  a 
bust  of  Cardinal  Cushing. 

Sane  areas  of  the  park's  bituminous  pavers  have 
settled,  as  have  the  footings  and  pavement  under 
three  of  the  park's  trash  rec^jtacles. 
Otherwise,  all  standard  park  built  elements  are 
in  good  to  excellent  condition.  Most  of  the 
trees  are  in  good  condition.  The  Junipers  in  the 
shrub  beds  are  not  well  suited  to  the  level  of 
shade  they  receive,  and  consequently  many  of  them 
are  in  poor  condition. 

With  cpen  outdoor  gathering  space  at  a  premitmi  in 
Government  Center,  Cushing  Park  provides  a  needed 
and  Ixosh  place  to  relax.  Hcwever,  the  grade 
differential  between  park  and  street  creates 
problems  for  the  space.  It  is  a  less  welccme 
place  to  enter  and  use,  and  is  more  susc^tible 
to  litter  build-v?)  and  more  difficult  to 
maintcdn.  The  City  of  Boston  Trust  Office  is 
funding  a  re-design  of  the  park  that  addresses 
this  and  other  issues  such  as  circulation  and  the 
park's  connection  to  the  subway.  Maintenance  at 
present  is  inadequate,  and  needs  to  be  inproved. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  Cgvrnu>^  feewKrreNMM^ 

Site  Name;  C^wj  Wasm^  (p^c^J>A^^        Site  Type:  -&»t^A/2.aL 
Location:  ^cmqou^^  CoKn^^r  Acreage:  O'IBA. 

Evaluation  Team:     1^^4- 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Date:      ^   2r?*3n 
Surrounding  Land  Uses:     c^hrH^-^ta/H^ 


Weather  Conditions:  /=y^//^ 


Site  Plan 


^eurl  Square 


nDHunerfT 


^ 


SCALE 


0   510     20 


SO 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 


Entrance  into  City 
Hall  Grounds. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Well-maintained 
plantings  and  statue 
in  eastern  half 
of  site. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Bluestone  paved 
entry  court  with 
granite  and  cast 
iron  gates. 


'CI^ 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

View  of  site  from 
across  School  Street. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  of  edge  of  site 
on  City  Hall  Avenue. 
Commercial  enterprises 
on  left. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Outdoor  dining  area 
for  adjacent  restaurant 
in  western  half  of 
site. 


Neighborhood:  CnmalTDowntown) 

Site  Name:  City  Hall  Grounds 

Location:  School  Street  and  City  Hall  Avenue 

Acreage:  0.18  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


City  Hall  Grounds  is  a  somewhat  square  site  located  in  firont  of  the  old  Boston 
City  Hall.  To  the  south  is  School  Street,  to  the  east  is  City  Hall  Avenue,  which  is 
a  pedestrian  alleyway,  and  to  the  north  is  a  restaurant.  The  park  consists  of  three 
distinct  areas.  The  northern  third  of  the  site  serves  as  an  outdoor  seating  area  for 
the  adjacent  restaurant.  The  central  third  of  the  site  is  a  bluestone-paved  entry 
court.  The  southern  third  is  a  large  area  of  groundcover  and  trees  encompassing  a 
statue  of  Benjamin  FrankliiL  The  eastern  edge  of  the  park  is  defined  by  the  large 
Victorian-style  City  Hall  building  now  used  for  commercial  purposes.  Along 
School  Street  are  a  large  granite  and  iron  gate  and  iron  fencing.  Opposite  the  park 
on  the  west  side  of  School  Street  are  commercial  buildings.  Along  the  south  edge 
of  the  park  is  a  granite  wall.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  commercial. 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  park-built  elements  and  paving  are  in  good  condition.  The  only 
element  which  is  in  need  of  repair  is  the  stone  wall  along  City  Hail  Avenue. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


City  Hall  Grounds  is  a  beautifiilly  designed  and  maintained  site  that  serves  as  a 
pleasing  visual  space,  a  forecourt  to  this  historic  building  and  an  outdoor  cafe. 
Because  commercial  enterprises  now  surround  the  site,  and  because  there  are  no 
entry  signs  or  park  benches  on  the  site,  public  use  is  not  clearly  invited.  However, 
its  location  and  design  encourage  use,  and  the  high  curb  surrounding  the  planting 
beds  provides  places  to  sit  Addition  of  benches  would  better  serve  casual  use  by 
passersby. 
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Nei<^Tborhood:  Central  (Dcwntcwn) 

Site  Name:  City  Hall  Grounds 

Lcxaticn:  School  Street  and  City  Hall  Avenue 

Acreage:   0.18  A      Site  Type:  Square 


No.:  C(D)-3 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


City  Hcill  Grounds  is  a  sanevAiat  square  site 
located  in  frtait  of  the  old  Boston  City  Hall.  To 
the  south  is  School  Street,  to  the  east  is  City 
Hall  Avenue,  v«^ch  is  a  pedestrian  alleyway,  and 
to  the  north  is  a  restaurant.  The  park  consists 
of  three  distinct  areas.  The  northern  third  of 
the  site  serves  as  an  outdoor  seating  area  for 
the  adjacent  restaurant.  The  central  third  of 
the  site  is  a  bluestone-paved  entry  court.  The 
southern  third  is  a  large  area  of  groundcover  and 
trees  enccnpassing  a  statue  of  Benjamin 
Franklin.  The  eastern  edge  of  the  park  is 
defined  by  the  large  Victorian-style  City  Hall 
building  raw  used  for  ccnmercial  purposes.  Along 
School  Street  are  a  large  granite  and  iron  gate 
and  iron  fencing.  Opposite  the  parfc  on  the  west 
side  of  School  Street  are  ccnmercicil  buildings. 
Alcaig  the  south  edge  of  the  park  is  a  granite 
wall.  Surrcunding  land  uses  are  ccninercial. 

All  standard  park  built  elements  and  paving  are 
in  good  condition.  The  only  element  v*iich  is  in 
need  of  repair  is  the  stone  wadl  eilong  City  Hall 
Avenue. 


Major  Site  Issues; 


City  Hall  Grounds  is  a  beautifully  designed  and 
naintadned  site  that  serves  as  a  pleasing  visual. 
space,   a  forecourt  to  this  historic  building  and 
an  outdoor  cafe.  Becaiose  cannercicLL  enterprises 
now  surround  the  site,  and  because  there  are  no 
entry  signs  or  park  benches  on  the  site,  public 
use  is  not  clearly  invited.  Hcwever,  its 
location  and  design  encourage  use,  and  the  high 
curb  surrounding  the  planting  beds  provides 
places  to  sit.  Addition  of  benches  would  better 
serve  casual  use  by  passersby. 
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Evaluation  Team:  ^P  '^  f^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:       ^■TQ^'^' 
Surrounding  Land  Uses 
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Site  Photograph  1 

View  into  plaza  from 
Cambridge  Street  shows 
large  scale  and 
restricted  use  of  trees, 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  into  fountain  and 
seating  area.   Fountain 
not  working.   Trees 
are  poor  choice  due  to 
thorns  and  not  thriving. 


Site 

Photograph  3 

View 

across  site 

towards  sitting  area     | 

with 

trees. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Looking  into  site  from 
New  Congress  Street  at 
amphitheater  seating. 
Trees  provide  a  good 
green  edge  with  J.F.K. 
Building  behind. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  down  into 
amphitheater. 


Site  Photograph  6 

(iiTcnite  steps  in  poor 
condition.  Temporary 
steps  installed. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

View  along  edge  of  J.F.K. 
Building.   Minimal 
planting  along  edge. 


,3a 


Site  Photograph  8 

Steps  up  from  New 
Congress  Street  with 
J.F.K.  Building  on  right. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Face  of  J.F.K.  Building 
and  planting  along 
New  Cambridge  Street. 
Shade iand  flowering  trees, 
shrubs  and  lawn 
generously  planted  and 
well  maintained. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  66urg^>u  Ll4c»n^  Smd^ 

Site  Name;  Couihswu^  ^^i^ Site  Type:  \)h\:h^\^'/f^,^^.' 

Location;  AavAMne^         Acreage;  ^^^bK 

Evaluation  Team;  ^f^  ^b'H"  Weather  Conditions; 

Evaluation  Date ;      ^  I  ^  g)  7 


SITE  NO. 


y?y 


^IAA  W 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:-H^u^kw.  Iwt^L 


Site  Plan 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  along  promenade 
beside  harbor  to  left 
and  grassed  area  along 
right. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Main  entrance  from 
Atlantic  Avenue  with 
statue  of  Columbus  at 
far  end. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Area  for  dog  use.   Also 
shows  mature  shrub 
planting. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 


Wisteria  pergola. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Shade  tree  planting 
with  seating.   Trees 
planted  close  enough 
to  create  a  complete 
canopy  overhead —  shades 
and  cools  paved  surface, 
improves  growing 
conditions. 


1 

Site  Photograph  6 

Wheel   chair   ramp   in 
foreground.      Grassed 
bank  oriented   towards 
harbor. 

^sss^-j.  •         "■""       j^  nr  T'' 

MrniRHm  '.-X«  Llbi  3H«WAB 

SITE  NO 
Site  Photograph  7 

Area  under  construction — 
future  rose  garden. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Fountain  surrounded  by 
trees.   Stonedust 
walking  surface . 


Site  Photograph  9 

Playground —  timber 

climbing  structure 

with  nautical  character. 
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Neighborhood:  €ciU£aU(North  End) 
Site  Name:  Columbus  Park 
Location:  Atlantic  Avenue 
Acreage:  4.3  A 
Site  Type:  Multi-Puipose  Parte 


v/ 


Site  Description: 


Columbus  Parte  is  an  irregularly  shaped  park  with  several  distinct  areas.  It  abuts 
Atlantic  Avenue  on  the  north  and  west,  the  Harbor  on  the  east  and  a  hotel  on  the 
south.  There  is  a  large  paved  plaza  along  the  harbor  edge.  Lush  plantings  frame 
numerous  sitting  areas.  A  monumental  wisteria-covered  pergola  is  the  focal 
element  of  the  park.  A  play  structure  is  located  in  the  northern  park  edge  and  a 
rose  garden  is  being  constructed  at  the  western  edge  of  the  site.  Surrounding  land 
uses  are  commercial  and  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Almost  every  standard  park-built  element  in  this  park  is  in  good  to  excellent 
condition.  A  few  lights  and  a  bench  need  repair.  The  plantings  are  almost  all  in 
good  condition.  Two  trees  need  to  be  removed.  Some  small  areas  of  shrub 
plantings  need  replanting.  The  grass  is  in  fair  condition  and  needs  increased 
maintenance  to  sustain  the  heavy  use  it  receives.  The  play  structure  is  in  fair  to 
good  condition,  and  needs  replacement  of  missing  parts. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Prominently  situated  along  the  water  in  a  popular  neighborhood  for  visitors  and 
residents  alike,  Columbus  Park  is  a  special  and  important  gathering  place.  It 
serves  not  only  as  a  place  of  passive  recreation  but  also  as  a  public  space  that 
symbolizes  a  unique  section  of  the  City  and  an  immigrant  legacy.  It  receives  a 
great  deal  of  use  and  while  it  appears  fairly  well  maintained,  increased  mainte- 
nance of  shrub  and  grass  areas  as  well  as  litter  pick  up  is  needed.  In  general,  it 
has  aged  well  under  heavy  use.  The  rose  garden  unda  construction  is  part  of  the 
party's  original  design. 


XII-5 


Nei(^iborhood:  Central  (North  End) 

Site  Name:  Columbus  Park 

Location:  Atlantic  Avenue 

Acreage:   4.3  A       Site  Type:  Multi-Purpose  Park 


No.:  C(N)-2 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Columbus  Park  is  an  irregularly  shaped  park  with 
several  distinct  areas.  It  abuts  Atlantic  Avenue 
on  the  north  and  west,  the  Harbor  on  the  east  and 
a  hotel  on  the  south.  There  is  a  large  paved 
plciza  along  the  harbor  edge.  Dush  plantings 
frame  numerous  sitting  areas.  A  monumental 
wisteria-covered  pergola  is  the  focal  element  of 
the  park.  A  play  structure  is  located  in  the 
northern  park  edge  and  a  rose  garden  is  being 
constructed  at  the  western  edge  of  the  site. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  ccmmercial  and 
residential. 

Almost  every  standard  park  built  element  in  this 
park  is  in  good  to  excellent  condition.  A  few 
li^ts  and  a  bench  need  r^>air.  The  plantings 
are  almost  all  in  good  ocMidition.  IVro  trees  need 
to  be  removed.  Same  small  areas  of  shrub 
plantings  need  r^lanting.  Ihe  grass  is  in  fair 
ccaidition  and  needs  increased  maintenance  to 
sustain  the  heavy  use  it  receives.  The  play 
structure  is  in  fair  to  good  condition,  and  needs 
replaceanent  of  missing  parts. 

Prcminently  situated  cilong  the  water  in  a  popular 
nei^iborhood  for  visitors  and  residents  alike, 
Columbus  Park  is  a  ^jecicil  and  inportant 
gathering  place.  It  serves  not  only  as  a  place  . 
of  passive  recreation  but  also  as  a  public  space 
that  symbolizes  a  unique  sectiai  of  the  City  and 
an  imnigrant  legacy.  It  receives  a  great  deal  of 
use  and  v*iile  it  c^ipears  fairly  well  maintained, 
increased  mainteneince  of  shrub  cind  grass  areas  as 
well  as  litter  pick  v^j  is  needed.  In  general,  it 
has  aged  well  under  heavy  use.  The  rose  garden 
under  construction  is  part  of  the  park's  original 
design. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  CcMTUAi^  CUotix  Smp) 

Site  Namet^grp^  Hu^TteeM^e      Site  Type:  k^lU 

Location:  CoN^^eeciM.*  ♦jSH^^ergg-      Acreage:  Q.UK 


SITE  NC 


Evaluation  Team:  ^^  ^  R:^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date?    ^ •  ifc>  ■  &y  ^^-i^m  . 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^j2<::u\^^J\^  ,  feu^fgri/wj  ,  PCou  -v6ic 


Site  Plan  (a. 
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SCALE 


0       20    40  80 
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SITE  NO. 

Site  Photograph  4 

Upper   level   terraced 
area   for   sitting. 
Graffiti  on  sidewalk, 
weeds. 

g^S^""'_.  ^, '  -L-^B 

Site  Photograph  5 

Picnic  shelter  in  state 
of  disrepair.   All  game 
tables  in  unusable 
condition. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Planting  area  in  need 
of  improved  maintenance. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Edge  of  park  along 
Commercial  Street 
showing  good  granite 
wall  with  granite  cap. 
Cherry  trees  and  mature 
Lindens  above 
contribute  greatly  to 
the  character  of  this 
park. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  of  walkway  along 
back  of  first  level. 
Pavement  needs  sweeping, 
removal  and  replacement 
of  broken  lamp  post 
between  benches. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Weed  trees  at  right  and 
herbaceous  weeds  need 
removal. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

View  of  shelter  from 
Charter  Street.   In 
need  of  complete 
renovation. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Entrance  from  Charter 
Street,  poor  location 
for  mail  box.   Weed 
trees  need  removal. 
Shows  excellent  view  of 
harbor  from  this  site. 


Site  Photograph  9 


Neighborhood:  €ontral1fNorth  EndK 
Site  Name:  Copps  Hill  Terrace 
Location:  Commercial  and  Charter  Streets 
Acreage:  0.6  A 
Site  Type:  Mall 


Site  Description: 


Copps  Hill  Terrace  is  a  trapezoidal  site  consisting  of  a  series  of  terraces  facing 
northeast  that  offers  views  of  Charlestown  and  Boston  Harbor.  The  western  edge 
of  the  paric  along  Charter  Street  is  enclosed  with  a  high  stone  wall  and  arcade 
structure.  There  are  large  linden  trees  shading  benches  and  game  tables  on  the 
upper  and  largest  terrace.  A  series  of  stairs  and  smaller  landings  is  laid  out  along 
the  eastern  edge  of  the  park  leading  to  Commercial  Street.  Housing  abuts  the 
park  on  the  north  and  south.  There  is  a  graveyard  across  the  street  from  the  park 
on  the  south  and  another  park  across  the  street  on  the  north. 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  paik-built  elements  including  walls  and  stairs  are  in  good  condition 
except  for  the  shelter  building  which  has  been  burned  and  is  in  need  of  renova- 
tion. Most  of  the  plantings  are  in  good  condition,  however  guy  wires  have  not 
been  removed  from  the  trees.  Some  areas  of  grass  are  in  poor  condition,  although 
most  are  in  fair  condition.  There  are  numerous  trees  that  have  seeded  themselves 
into  the  park  and  need  to  be  removed. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Copps  Hill  Terrace  is  an  exceptionally  well  designed  and  built  park.  However, 
vandalism  and  inadequate  maintenance  have  caused  the  paric  to  deteriorate  and  to 
present  an  uncared  for  and  abandoned  appearance.  Poor  visibility  into  the  site 
may  account  for  the  level  of  vandalism  evident  on  site.  The  plantings  in  the  park 
need  rejuvenation,  including  replanting  in  some  areas  and  removal  of  weed  trees. 
Maintenance  should  focus  on  ensuring  the  survival  of  the  large  existing  trees. 
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Neighborhood:  Central  (North  End) 
Site  Name:  Copps  Hill  Terrace 
Location:  Conmercial  and  CJiarter  Streets 
Acreage:   0.6  A       Site  Type:  Mall 


No.:  C(N)-3 


Site  Description: 


Copps  Hill  Terrace  is  a  trapezoidal  site 
consisting  of  a  series  of  terraces  facing 
northeast  that  offers  views  of  Charlestcwn  and 
BostcMi  HariDor.  Ihe  western  edge  of  the  park 
along  Charter  Street  is  enclosed  with  a  high 
stone  wall  and  arcade  striicture.  There  are  large 
linden  trees  shading  benches  and  game  tables  on 
the  v^jper  and  largest  terrace.  A  series  of 
stairs  and  smaller  landings  is  leiid  out  along  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  park  leading  to  Conmercial 
Street.  Housing  abuts  the  park  on  the  north  and 
south.  Ihere  is  a  graveyard  across  the  street 
frcm  the  paric  on  the  south  and  another  park 
across  the  street  on  the  north. 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  park  built  elements  including  walls 
and  stairs  are  in  good  condition  exc^jt  for  the 
shelter  building  vAiich  has  been  burned  and  is  in 
need  of  renovation.  Most  of  the  plantings  are  in 
good  condition,  however  guy  wires  have  not  been 
removed  from  the  trees.  Sane  areas  of  grass  are 
in  poor  condition,  althou^  most  are  in  fair 
condition.  There  are  numerous  trees  that  have 
seeded  themselves  into  the  park  and  need  to  be 
ranoved. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Copps  Hill  Terrace  is  an  exsc^jtionally  well 
designed  and  built  park.  Hcwever,  vandalism  and 
inadequate  mEdntenance  have  caused  the  park  to 
deteriorate  and  to  present  an  uncared  for  and 
abandoned  appearance.  Poor  visibility  into  the 
site  may  account  for  the  level  of  vandalism 
evident  on  site.  The  plantings  in  the  park  need 
rejuvenation,  including  r^lanting  in  seme  areas 
and  removal  of  weed  trees.  Mcdntenance  should 
focus  on  ensuring  the  survival  of  the  leirge 
existing  trees. 
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STANDARD  PARK 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 
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PLAYGROUNDS 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  CflHtmM^ (t^kn^  ^z>) 
Site  Name:  Cortuio  •R^y6teooMO     Site  Type:  PUtfUf- 
Location:  hAgtrbM  f  ^mu^N^AM  Acreage:  CZ^k 

Evaluation  Team:  ^f^  "^^11 


SITE  NO. 


Weather  Conditions: 


Evaluation  Date:     g?  -Ib-bT 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:    l^'g^uH^ttiM/O,  1^0rt^i^v^(/cui{^ 
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Site  Plan 


SCALE 

0       5      10       20 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  down  Morton  Street 
shows  hidden  character 
of  park  location. 
Chain  link  fence  pulled 
back. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Extreme  vandalism — 
benches  destroyed, 
graffiti-covered  walls, 
trash  and  weeds. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Play  area —  equipment 
shows  numerous  safety 
problems  and  missing 
parts.   Safety  surface 
very  poor.   Graffiti- 
covered  walls  dominate 
character  of  site. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Entirely  paved  passive 
use  area — 
inappropriately  used 
as  parking. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Play  surface  very  poor- 
trash,  weeds,  and 
animal  waste. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Stillman  Street  edge 
of  park  dominated  by 
chain  link  fence. 


Neighborhood: "CentranfNorth  Eni 
Site  Name:  Cutillo  Playground 
Location:  Morton  and  Stillman  Streets 
Acreage:  0.29  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


V 


Site  Description: 


Cutillo  Playground  is  a  somewhat  square  site  near  the  Southeast  Expressway 
between  Stillman  Street  on  the  north  and  Morton  Street  on  the  south.  The  park  is 
bordered  by  the  walls  of  abutting  residences  on  the  east  and  wesL  The  park  is 
entirely  paved  except  for  a  sand-surfaced  playground  area  in  the  eastern  third  of 
the  site.  A  sitting  area  is  located  along  Stillman  Street.  There  is  a  basketball 
court  along  the  west  edge  of  the  park  abutting  Morton  Street.  At  the  far  south- 
eastern comer  there  are  two  basketball  backboards.  The  park  is  surrounded  by 
chain-link  fencing.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential  and  commercial 


Condition  Assessments: 


As  a  whole,  this  park  is  in  extremely  deteriorated  condition.  The  play  structures 
are  unusable.  The  sand  surface  has  been  extensively  used  as  a  dog  run.  The 
pavement  of  the  basketball  courts  is  in  poor  to  unusable  condition,  and  one 
backboard  needs  replacement  The  walks  are  covered  with  graffiti.  The  fencing 
is  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  Renovations  to  the  park  are  scheduled  by  the  City. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Cutillo  Playground  is  extraordinarily  bleak,  inhospitable  and  deteriorated.  At 
present,  it  is  barely  funcdonaL  It  is  a  small  park  in  a  densely  developed  area,  and 
most  likely  experiences  heavy  use.  It  also  has  limited  road  frontage  and  visibility, 
making  it  more  susceptible  to  vandalism.  Once  renovated,  continuous  upkeep 
will  be  necessary  to  maintain  this  park  in  good  working  condition. 

There  are  no  plants  in  the  park,  which  greatly  adds  to  its  barren  character.  Since 
the  park  is  entirely  paved  and  it  is  open  to  northwest  winds,  it  provides  a  very 
inhospitable  place  for  plants.  Planned  renovations  to  the  park  include  the  addition 
of  trees.  Care  should  be  taken  to  provide  adequate  porous  surface  around  the 
plantings  to  aid  water  and  oxygen  intake  and  root  respiration.  Species  selection 
should  be  api^Dpriate  for  the  specific  environmental  conditions,  especially  the 
drying  winds. 
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Nei^dxarhood:  Central  (North  End) 
Site  Name:  Cutillo  Playground 
location:  Morton  and  Stillman  Streets 
Acreage:   0.29  A       Site  Type:  Playlet 


No.:  C(N)-4 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Cutillo  Playground  is  a  scmevAiat  square  site  near 
the  Southeast  Expressway  between  Stillman  Street 
on  the  north  and  Mortcai  Street  on  the  south.  The 
park  is  bordered  by  the  walls  of  abutting 
residences  cti  the  east  and  west.  The  park  is 
entirely  paved  exc^3t  for  a  sand-surfaced 
playground  area  in  the  eastern  third  of  the 
site.  A  sitting  area  is  located  along  Stillman 
Street.  Ihere  is  a  basketball  court  along  the 
west  edge  of  the  park  abutting  Morton  Street.  At 
the  far  southeastern  comer  there  are  two 
basketball  baddxards.  Ihe  park  is  surrounded  by 
cticdn  link  fencing.  Surrounding  land  uses  are 
residential  and  commercial. 

As  a  \(Aiole,  this  park  is  in  extremely 
deteriorated  conditicxi.  The  play  structures  are 
unusable.  Ihe  sand  surface  has  been  extensively 
used  as  a  dog  run.  Hie  pavesnent  of  the 
basketball  courts  is  in  poor  to  unusable 
conditicgi,  and  one  bacJdxard  needs  r^lacement. 
Ihe  walks  are  covered  with  graffiti.  The  fencing 
is  in  fciir  to  poor  ccaiditicn.  Renovations  to  the 
park  are  scheduled  by  the  City. 

Cutillo  Playground  is  extraordinarily  bleak, 
inhospitable  and  deteriorated.  At  present,  it  is 
barely  functional.  It  is  a  small  park  in  a 
densely  developed  area,  and  most  likely 
experiences  heavy  use.  It  also  has  limited  road 
fTMTtage  and  visibility,  making  it  more 
susc^jtible  to  vandalism.  Once  renovated, 
continuous  i^ikeep  will  be  necessary  to  maintain 
this  park  in  good  working  condition. 

There  etre  no  plants  in  the  park,  vAiich  greatly 
adds  to  its  barren  character.  Since  the  park  is 
entirely  paved  and  it  is  open  to  northwest  winds, 
it  provides  a  very  inheritable  place  for 
plauTts.  Planned  renovaticais  to  the  peirk  include 
the  additicMi  of  trees.  Care  should  be  taken  to 
provide  adequate  porous  surface  around  the 
plantings  to  aid  water  and  oxygen  intaJce  and  root 
re^iration.  Species  selecticxi  should  consider 
the  specific  environmental  conditions 
encountered,  especicdly  the  drying  winds. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE    SUMMARY 

m 

SITE  NO 

o 

C; 

_-^ 

— 

-<- 

T 

SL 

■T 

— 

4^ 

^. 

^^ 

— 

^ 

"2 

— . 

~" 

V 

,^ 

*^»-- 

^— ■ 

— ^ 

-~ 

3 

*-" 

^ 

>■ 

— 

--J 

^ 

-- — * 

\. 



•■v 

•^ 
^ 

■^ 

-^ 

--J 

_/ 

■<| 

- 

-*:- 

—  '•■ 

—r-c 

^ 

\ 

- 

■^ 

< 

, " 

<- 

\7 

^ 

.^ 

v^ 

^ 

■<, 

<^ 

_^ 

3 

5^ 



' 

._, 

-_^ 

^^ 

i 

^' 

O 

. — 

■s 

- 

2 

/^ 

-    / 

-^ 

1^ 

=_ 

\~ 

-^ 

1: 

"v. 

^TT" 

■^ 

^ 

^ 
§ 

5 

^' 

^ 

^^ 

V 

^ 
^ 



■^ 
^ 

""*', 

^ 

\ 

C^ 

•-- 

• 

?! 

z^- 

■^ 

'^' 

1 

^2 

1 

1 

% 

^ 

-J]- 

V 

<3 

:2 

~^ 

n 

C/1 

G 

H 

< 

E-i 

Z 

a^ 

Q 

C/3 

u 

u 

C/l 

o 

CJ 

< 

U 

s 

Ci. 

■J\ 

DSX 

Cu 

CJ 

J 

o 

< 

<0i 
0,0 

z 

crt 

< 

u 

en 

'J^ 

z 

CO 

z 

E-i 

> 

<; 

S 

C/5 

V3 

H 

Z 

z 

o 

2e: 

fcx 

u 

z 

CO 

13 

E- 

cu 

o 

H 

J 

eu 

o 

tij 

OCJ 

o 

u 

O 

W 

lyj 

Oi 

z 

Z 

>— * 

en 

S 

H 

H 

c/l 

3 

c/^ 

fc 

ta 

h-4 

U 

•=> 

u 

UJ 

H 

< 

cntjj 

M 

H 

O) 

< 

O 

z 

BQ 

h-t 

-J 

^ 

[SI 

y 

C/2Z 

Q 

QV5 

O 

V3 

Lj 

c-i 

to 

en 

H 

u 

u 

Q 

UJh-i 

E-i 

z 

3 

OS 

tn 

i.i 

h- 1 

UJ 

z 

^x 

zo 

'W 

Z 

E- 

a 

h— 1 

O 

u 

u 

OS 

J 

^ 

"^ 

< 

z 

WE- 

U 

o 

<W 

-J 

z 

z 

en 

< 

1— ( 

en 

OS 

—, 

'O 

< 

H 

ac 

u 

-JCJ 

UJ 

< 

>- 

>■ 

OS 

C/) 

CL, 

u 

Q 

< 

■j-i 

ac 

_I 

<co 

u^ 

UZ 

s 

CJ 

H 

£-> 

o 

< 

< 

Z 

en 

cu 

Z 

o 

a. 

h^Z 

w 

Di< 

al 

Cl^ 

>- 

u 

§ 

fe 

3 

a 

o 

OiO 

ai 

CJ 

1  z 

H-t 

< 

E- 

-J 

-J 

z 

O 

z 

_J 

-) 

E- 

It, 

CUH-I 

:^ 

< 

ZW 

-J 

CU 

H- 1 

1— < 

z 

o 

< 

en 

OS 

h-i 

^ 

=) 

o 

OH 

H^ 

2 

CJH 

< 

J 

pa 

pa 

UJ 

1—4 

Q 

H 

;j 

Q 

z 

O 

oiU 

Qi 

h-iZ 

Q 

E-i 

h—4 

1-^ 

1— 1 

Q 

E- 

Z 

OS 

> 

-J 

3 

■-J 

>- 

UJ 

C1.Z 

DC 

i 

COl- 

Z 

z 

aa 

en 

CO 

Q 

-H 

< 

O 

< 

>— t 

H 

< 

CO 

CL  = 

< 

w<: 

< 

< 

H-« 

H^ 

H-4 

H-l 

a 

H 

Cl< 

_3 

3 

< 

'n 

_I 

^ 

<u. 

03 

Q 

QS 

> 

CJ 

C/1 

> 

> 

X 

z 

W 

V2 

Cu 

CQ 

z 

■J 

< 

l-H 

o 

a 

> 

> 

a 

^ 


5) 


_j 


--    -J 


r- 


<i .   ^ 


■X  ^ 


■>- 


>J 


^-.- •  3;r 


-^  ^  ^    ^     r  ..:^-::r^.. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


STANDARD  PARK 
BUILT  ELEMENTS 


p. 6 


CM 


SITE  NO. 


CO 

M 

o 

< 

a 
o 

z 
o 

1— 1 
H 
»-( 
Q 
Z 

o 
u 

CO 

-J 
< 

OS 

w 

H 

H 
Z 

< 

o- 

^ 

^ 

? 

XI 

K 

X 

>< 

X' 

X 

X 

^-^ 

" 

■a— 

^)- 

I 

^- 

^ 

tNl 

HiH^^H 

■ 

'"^^^^.  . 

g                                                       ■ 

■                                                      ■ 

■ 

■        ■ 

^  ■   ^ 

■ 

■ 

■■ 

X 

a 
1 
1 

I 

K 

I 

>< 

■ 

h 

■  ■ 

^ 

^ 

r\^s^^ 

\^5^ 

^% 

^O^ 

li^ 

( 

^ 



; 

II 

f\) 

■J. 

i 

i. 

1 

--■ 

.1. 

< 
CO 

u 

X 

u 
z 
u 

CO 

::^ 

u 

o2        CO 

qe: 

bJ       Ui 

-J       X 

u     u 
>*     < 

l-l     -J 
ea      03 

BOLLARDS 
CATCHBASINS                   // 

CO 

a: 

CO 

z 
1— 1 

z 

o 

z- 
z 

OC 

a 

CO 

OS 

u 

H 
CO 

Z 

Q 

CO 

u 
z 

u 

C/5 

bd 

-J 

eg 

<: 

H 

u 

z 

1— 1 
X 

o 

-J 

z 
OS 

H 
CO 

u 

Q 
U 

CLi 

< 

O 

OS 

a 
z     crt 

i  i 

<         CL, 
CU       CO 

CO 

OQ 
CO        < 

H       H 

z 

w     u 

3       Z 

CO 

o 

z 

J 

M 

CO 

CU 

CO 

u 

H 

< 
u 

U 

> 

bU 
CO 

oe: 

H 

z 

u 

CO 

z 

u 

h-l 
CO 

CO 

on 
< 

H 
CO 

C-) 

< 

H 

rcu 

CO        c 

J      1. 

-J        9 

<     < 
3     : 

o 

z: 

a 

C       OS 

u     w 

-I      X 

i:    H 
s    o 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 


SITE  NO. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


BUILDINGS  AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
AND  PARKING 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 


\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

■ 

\ 

1 

u 

L 

L 

L. 

1 

T^ 

-4 

■a: 

CJ 

H-t 

U 

o 

CO 

J< 

OS 

m 

OS 

u 

ou; 

bU 

a 

UJ 

1— 1 

ucd 

> 

UJ 

z 

CJ 

u< 

o 

03 

a 

l-t 

u 

CJ 

■z 

< 

cu 

CO 

hJU 

CO 

Q 

OS 

=) 

H 

CO 

)3^ 

<«! 

tn 

ca 

<s 

U) 

o 

z 

CO 

CO 

4tj 

(-•3 

w 

■=> 

U< 

3 

3 

ai 

o 

Q 

Q 

Q 

bU 

UH 

w 

cm, 

cx: 

O 

O 

C.5 

u 

u 

O 

Z 

OS 

w<; 

oi 

X 

3 

OS 

»J 

w 

O 

o 

H 

a.u 

H 

t/3 

H 

a 

Uu 

3 

3 

CLi 

CO 

COCb 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood?  CmhtrtM^  (Mcctm  Emd) 

Site  Name;  Dm.F\UPP&  yiAy6CouK^  Site  Type:  R^ 

Location:  ^mow  V4\uu^- ^ Acreage:  MS 

Evaluation  Teamr<f^   "^  5  ^ Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:    ^  '  /S    67 


SITE  NO 


'^u>^^--\ 


Surroundiilg  Land  Uses:  ^^^idodio) .  T^^\Ak:it^vA  ^^v-^ 


^^ 


;e^ 


SiterPlan 


jf^v'i,^     Z.-^. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Entrance  to  park  at  top 
of  Snow  Hill  Street. 
Trees  create  park-like 
presence  but  park 
corner  unfriendly  and 
bleak. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Upper  level  sitting 
area —  graffiti  and 
litter  make  park 
extremely  uninviting. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Piles  of  trash.   Weeds 
in  planting  beds. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Trash,  graffiti, 
broken  benches. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Glass  swept  into  piles, 
but  not  picked  up. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Shaded  sitting  area — 
Norway  Maples  doing 
well  despite  limited 
growing  space. 


r.  ■■■--a.fr-j; 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

View  across  basketball 
courts.   Area  of  grass 
a  refreshing  contrast 
to  paved  surface. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Play  area —  no  equipment 
left. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Broken  benches,  graffiti 
on  walls.  Fencing  along 
top  of  wall  unnecessary. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  10 

Graffiti  on  handball 
court  wall. 


Site  Photograph  1 1 

Entrance  from  Prince 
Street.   Granite  curbing 
used  as  vehicular  access 
control,  makes 
pedestrian  access 
difficult,  and 
contributes  to  unkept 
park  character. 
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Nei<^Tborhcxxa:  Central  (North  End) 
Site  Name:  De  Filippo  Playground 
location:  Sncw  Hill  Street 
Acreage:   1.13  A       Site  Type: 


No.:  C(N)-5 


Playlot 


Site  Description: 


De  Filippo  Playground  is  a  triangular  site 
terraced  frcm  SncM  Hill  Street  on  the  east  to 
Prince  Street  on  the  west.  The  park  abuts  a 
parking  garage  on  the  north.  Residences  abut  the 
park  on  the  other  edges.  The  Icwer  third  of  the 
park  is  developed  for  active  play  with  basketball 
and  handball  courts.  Ihis  area  also  functions 
for  sticJdjall  and  other  sports  play.  Two  areas, 
vAiich  prciaably  once  were  used  as  playgrounds,  are 
located  in  the  southern  area  of  the  lower 
terrace.  Hie  upper  third  of  the  park  consists  of 
a  series  of  stairs  and  terraces  stuping  up  to 
Sncw  Hill  Street.  Uiere  are  benches,  picnic 
tables  and  shade  trees  on  the  terraces. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  residenticil  and 
canmercial. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  standard  park  built  elements  are  mostly  in 
fair  condition.  Sane  benches  and  sections  of 
fence  are  in  poor  condition  and  need  r^iair.  Ihe 
courts,  exc^jt  for  one  basketball  backboard  v*iich 
needs  a  new  rim,  are  all  in  good  condition 
althoui^  badly  defaced  with  graffiti.  The  trees 
and  grass  are  mostly  in  fair  condition. 

Althou^  De  Filippo  Playground  is  well  designed 
and  constructed,  poor  maintenance  and  vandalism 
have  caused  deterioration  and  the  unsightly 
appearance  of  the  park.  With  a  major  renovation 
effort,  including  cleaning  of  the  walls  v^iich  are 
positive  decorative  elements  of  the  space,  the 
park  could  be  inviting  and  functional.  TJie  six 
foot  steel  picket  fence  along  the  stairs  and 
terrace  is  ejoressively  high  and  gives  a  cage-like 
quality  to  the  park.  Playground  structures  for 
young  children  should  be  considered.  Additional 
plantings  would  greatly  enhance  the  park  and 
soften  what  is  new  an  inordinately  hard-surfaced 
space. 

The  access  control  structure  at  Snow  Hill  Street 
needs  to  be  repaired  and  the  stone  barriers 
removed  from  the  entrance. 
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ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood;  CMY^rt*^  (Mcfcm  €md^ 

Site  Namet  LAM6e>Me  P^^  Site  Type:  FUm  iivt 

Location:  Cct*^J<€tc\M^ Acreage:  Z.l  A' 


SITE  NC 


Weather  Conditions: 


Evaluation  Team:^f  ^  Tt>t 

Evaluation  Date:     ^'\l)   b1  

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  '^\rkw' ^^^^U&)v\/\  HiAJc.  ^^v~L  , 

Site  Plan 


0       20    40  80 


Site  Photograph  1 


Bocci   courts. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Tree  planting  good 
along  street  edge. 
Haphazard  placement 
of  granite  curbing 
visually  detracts  from 
edge. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Grassed  area  around 
bocci  courts  very  poor. 
Shows  good  view  of 
harbor. 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

Evidence  of  fire  in  play 
area.  Play  structure  in 
poor  condition. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Variety  of  plant 
materials  by  playground. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Shade  and  flowering 
trees  mark  entrance  into 
park. 
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Site  Photograph  6 

Entry  into  play  area. 
Berming  and  tree  massing 
help  to  screen  play  area 
from  wind. 


Neighborhood:  CTlitrartNorth  End) 
Site  Name:  Langone  Park 
Location:  Commercial  Street 
Acreage:  2.1  A 
Site  Type:  Playlet 


Site  Description: 


Langone  Park  is  an  elongated  site  adjacent  to  Commercial  Street  on  the  south.  To 
the  north  the  site  looks  out  to  the  Harbor  and  Charlestown  Navy  Yard.  A  skating 
rink  abuts  the  park  on  the  west  and  Puopolo  Park  abuts  it  on  the  east  A  harbor 
walk  runs  along  the  water's  edge  and  a  playground  and  adjacent  sitting  area  is  on 
the  western  park  edge.  The  center  of  the  site  is  occupied  by  a  little  league  field 
with  low  concrete  bleachers  around  the  infield.  There  are  bocci  courts  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  park  enclosed  with  granite  seat  walls.  The  path  system  and 
sitting  areas  are  well  provided  with  evergreen,  flowering  and  shade  trees.  Very 
few  plants  remain  of  an  original  shrub  planting.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  com- 
mercial, residential  and  recreational. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Although  there  is  a  great  deal  of  graffiti,  most  of  the  standard  paiic-built  elements 
are  in  good  condition.  All  pedesoian  lights  are  gone  and  some  vandalism  to  trash 
receptacles  is  evident.  The  bocci  courts  and  little  league  field  are  basically  in 
good  condition,  except  for  the  turf  which  is  worn  in  places.  The  soil  is  com- 
pacted. 

The  playground  is  in  fair  to  poor  condition  and  requires  major  repair  work. 
Several  areas  of  the  structure  have  been  burned.  The  trees  are  generally  in  good 
condition.  The  remaining  shrubs  are  in  fair  condition  and  need  improved  mainte- 
nance. The  grass  is  in  fair  to  poor  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Langone  Park  has  well  integrated  active  play  facilities  with  an  inviting  and 
attractive  passive  landscape  along  the  water's  edge.  Park  edges  not  adjacent  to 
play  facilities  are  richly  planted.  Although  most  structures  are  sound,  a  great 
amount  of  vandalism  gives  a  deteriorated  and  uninviting  appearance  to  the  park. 
This  is  heightened  by  random  placement  of  blocks  of  stone  to  prevent  vehicular 
access  into  the  park.  An  access  control  gate  and  guardrails  would  resolve  the 
problem.  The  playground  is  subject  to  considerable  vandalism  and  needs  major 
repair  and  renovation. 

Further  development  of  the  east  section  of  the  park  linking  it  to  Puopolo  park 
should  be  a  priority. 
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Nei(^Tboriiood:     Central   (North  End) 
Site  Name:     Laixrone  Park 
Location:     Commercial  Street 
Acreage:       2.1  A  Site  Type: 


No.:  C(N)-8 


Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Langone  Park  is  a  elongated  site  adjacent  to 
Canmercial  Street  on  the  south.  To  the  north  the 
site  looks  out  to  the  Harbor  and  Charlestown  Navy 
Yard.  A  skating  rink  abuts  the  park  on  the  west 
and  Pucpolo  Park  abuts  it  on  the  east.  There  is 
a  harbor  walk  along  the  water's  edge  and  a 
playground  and  adjacent  sitting  etrea  on  the 
western  park  edge.  The  center  of  the  site  is 
occi^ied  by  a  little  league  field  with  lew 
concrete  bleachers  around  the  infield.  There  are 
bocci  courts  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  park 
enclosed  with  granite  seat  walls.  The  path 
system  and  sitting  areas  are  well  provided  with 
evergreen,  flowering  and  shade  trees.  Very  few 
plartts  remain  of  an  original  shrub  planting. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  canmercial,  residential 
and  recreational. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Althou^  there  is  a  great  deal  of  graffiti,  most 
of  the  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition.  All  pedestrian  li^ts  are  gone  and 
sane  vandalism  to  trash  rec^jtacles  is  evident. 
The  bocci  courts  and  little  league  field  are 
basiccilly  in  good  condition,  exc^jt  for  the  turf 
viiich  is  worn  in  places.  The  soil  is  coipacted. 

The  playground  is  in  fair  to  poor  condition  and 
requires  major  r^air  work.  Several  areas  of  the 
structure  have  been  burned.  The  trees  are 
generally  in  good  condition.  The  remaining 
shrubs  are  in  fair  condition  and  need  inproved 
maintenance.  The  grass  is  in  fair  to  poor 
condition. 

Langone  Park  has  well  integrated  active  play 
facilities  with  an  inviting  and  attractive 
passive  landscape  along  the  water's  edge.  Park 
edges  not  adjacent  to  play  facilities  are  richly 
planted.  Although  most  structures  are  sound,  a 
great  amount  of  vandalism  gives  a  deteriorated 
and  uninviting  appectrance  to  the  park.  This  is 
heightened  by  randan  placement  of  blocte  of  stone 
to  prevent  vehicular  access  into  the  park.  An 
access  control  gate  and  guardrails  would  resolve 
the  prcblem.  The  playground  is  subject  to 
considerable  vandalism  and  needs  major  r^sair  and 
renovation. 

Advantage  has  not  been  taken  to  connect  this  site 
with  Pucpolo  Park,  and  further  develcptient  of  the 
eeist  section  of  the  park  linking  it  to  Pucpolo  on 
the  east  should  be  a  priority. 
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Neighborhood:  6gurg^(KicPTHl^p^ 
Site  Name;y^t6^i  'PI^6rooiuD       Site  Type;   Ha^M    ' 
Location:  Meen^  gcmv^grr'  t^HKic^   Acreage:  0>4A 
Evaluation  Team:  -n<f    ^  ^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:     ^-it'tl ' 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^^BO^^\^ 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  into  site — 
currently  under 
construction. 


IP" 


5jp-7>A?-:\' 


Site  Photograph  3 

Layers  of  rubble  in 
subsoil  provide  a 
difficult  growing 
environment  for  plants. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 


Site  Photograph  5 

Graffiti  is  a  problem 
in  this  neighborhood. 


Site  Photograph  6 


CCnlraF^c 


Neighborhood:  eCntrafxNorth  Endy 
Site  Name:  Polcari  Playground 
Location:  North  Bennett  Street 
Acreage:  0.4  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Polcari  Playground  is  a  small,  somewhat  rectangular  site  between  North  Bennett 
Street  on  the  north  and  Prince  Street  on  the  south.  A  City  of  Boston  recreation 
building  abuts  the  park  along  the  northwest  edge  and  a  former  school  building, 
now  redeveloped  as  condominiums,  abut  it  on  the  southwest.  Apartment  build- 
ings abut  the  park  on  the  east  The  site  is  undergoing  complete  reconstruction. 
Remains  of  a  sieei  picket  fence  edge  the  North  Bennett  Street  sidewalk. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  site  is  entirely  disturbed  by  reconstnictioa.  The  steel  picket  fence  is  in  fair  to 
poor  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Because  Polcari  Playground  is  in  a  densely  built  neighborhood,  it  is  subject  to 
severe  reflected  heat  off  adjacent  buildings  and  pavement  Plantings  in  the  park 
will  have  to  withstand  these  conditions  as  well  poor  rubble  soil.  It  is  important 
that  design  consider  plant  locations  to  provide  a  good  rooting  environment  that 
will  ensure  survival.  This  small  park  area  is  likely  to  receive  heavy  use,  and 
design  should  consider  protective  measures  for  plants. 
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Nei<^ibortiood:  Central  (North  End) 
Site  Name:  Polcari  Playqrourd 
Location:  North  Bennett  Street 
Acreage:   0.4  A       Site  Type: 


No.:  C(N)-9 


Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Polcari  Playground  is  a  snail,  satiev(*iat 
rectangular  site  between  North  Bennett  Street  on 
the  north  and  Prince  Street  on  the  south.  A  City 
of  Boston  gynmasium  building  abuts  the  park  along 
the  northwest  edge  and  a  former  school  building, 
new  redeveloped  as  condominiums,  on  the 
southwest.  Apartment  buildings  abut  the  park  on 
the  east.  The  site  is  undergoing  ccaiplete 
reconstruction.  Remains  of  a  steel  picket  fence 
edge  the  North  Bennett  Street  sidewalk. 

The  site  is  entirely  disturbed  by  reconstruction. 
Ihe  steel  picket  fence  is  in  fair  to  poor 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Because  Polcari  Playground  is  in  a  densely  built 
nei^iorhood,  it  is  subject  to  severe  reflected 
heat  off  adjacent  buildings  and  pavement. 
Plantings  in  the  park  will  have  to  withstand 
these  conditions  as  well  poor  rubble  soil.  It  is 
inportant  that  design  consider  plant  locations  to 
provide  a  good  rooting  environment  that  will 
ensure  survival.  Hiis  small  park  area  is  likely 
to  receive  heavy  use,  and  design  should  consider 
protective  measures  for  plants. 
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Neighborhood:  O^urexu  (Mom^  g^tp) 

Site  Name ;  Poqipou^  "RaV^ leouMD     Site  Type:  Pt/U.M/TuwL 

Location:  dgM^^mrciAU Acreage:  *f  .SI  A'  ' 


SITE  NO 


Evaluation  Team:^  A^^^ 
Evaluation  Date:    ^  l'^'^7 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  it^^bv/ ,  V^v^ 


Acreage:  *f. SI  A' 
Weather  Conditions: 


Site  Plan 
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Comm«rolal  Str««t 
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_0 
SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Entry  to  park  from 
Commercial  Street — 
shows  good  stone  wall 
with  capstone  missing 
at  left.   Also  the 
only  two  trees  of  the 
park. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Western  edge  of  park. 
Grass  poor. 
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— tf^^/Hp  ^- '  '^ 

Site  Photograph  3 

Remnant   dock  at 
waterfront.      Fencing 
in  very  poor   condition — 
a   potential   safety 
problem  and  negative 
visual   appearance. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Condition  of  fence  and 
weed  growth  along  base 
very  poor.   Infield  mix 
located  in  area  of 
pedestrian  access. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Entrance  to  park,  with 
memorial. 


Site  Photograph  6 


Bleachers. 
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_0 
SITE  NO 

Site  Photograph  7 

Basketball  court  in  poor 
condition.   In  foreground 
a  pile  of  chain  link 
fence  with  weeds. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Softball  infield  with 
bleachers  behind. 
Condition  of  outfield 
very  poor. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Bocci  court —  unusable 
and  unsightly. 
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Neighborhood:  Cciiuul^onh  End) 
Site  Name:  Puopolo  Playground 
Location:  G}mmercial  Street 
Acreage:  4.81  A 
Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Puopolo  Playground  is  a  rectangular  site  located  on  the  north  side  of  Commercial 
Street.  The  park  abuts  Boston  Harbor  and  Mirabella  Pool  to  the  north.  Langone 
Park  abuts  the  site  to  the  west  The  paik  is  developed  with  little  league/softball 
fields  located  at  the  Commercial  Street  edge.  Long  concrete  bleachers  and  a  cut 
granite  wall  are  located  along  the  street  edge.  Basketball  Courts  are  located  at 
the  northwest  edge  of  the  park  adjacent  to  the  harbor.  There  is  a  bocci  court  at  the 
northeast  cwner.  There  are  two  trees  located  at  the  west  entry  to  the  park. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  wall  and  most  fencing  is  in  fair  condition.  The  basketball  court  is  deterio- 
rated, and  the  two  ballfields  are  in  poor  condition.  The  concrete  bleachers  are  in 
fair  to  poor  condition.  The  bocci  court  is  unusable. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Puopolo  Playground,  with  its  beautiful  water  views  and  finely  made  stone  wall, 
has  enormous  potential  to  be  an  attractive  park  that  can  serve  active  and  passive 
recreadonal  needs.  Scheduled  renovations  will  greatly  improve  what  is  presendy 
a  very  deteriorated  park.  The  planned  addition  of  trees  will  alleviate  the  barren 
quality  of  the  site.  Linkage  with  adjacent  Langone  Park  would  offer  the  opportu- 
nity to  expand  the  park  with  more  passive  use  areas. 
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Nei<^Tborhood:  Central  (North  End) 
Site  Name:  Puopolo  Playground 
Location:  Ccanmercial  Street 
Acreage:   4.81  A       Site  Type: 


No.:  C(N)-10 


Playground 


Site  [Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Pucpolo  Playground  is  a  rectangular  site  located 
on  the  north  side  of  Ccmmercial  Street.  The  park 
abuts  Boston  HartxDr  and  City  of  Boston  pool 
facilities  to  the  north.  Langone  Park  abuts  the 
site  to  the  west  and  there  is  a  City  of  Boston 
bathhouse  to  the  east.  The  park  is  developed  with 
little  league/softball  fields  located  at  the 
Ccmmercial  Street  edge.  long  concrete  bleachers 
and  a  cut  granite  Wcill  are  located  along  the 
street  edge.  Basketball  Courts  are  located  at 
the  northwest  edge  of  the  park  adjacent  to  the 
Harbor.  Uiere  is  a  booci  court  at  the  northeast 
comer.  There  are  two  trees  located  at  the  west 
entry  to  the  park. 

The  wall  and  most  fencing  is  in  fair  condition. 
The  basketball  court  is  deteriorated,  and  the  two 
belli  fields  are  in  poor  condition.  The  concrete 
bleachers  are  in  fciir  to  poor  condition.  The 
bocci  court  is  unusable.  Renovations  to  the  park 
are  planned  by  the  City. 

Pucpolo  Playground  with  its  beautiful  water  views 
and  finely  made  stone  Wcill,  has  enormous 
potenticil  to  be  an  attractive  park  that  can  serve 
active  and  passive  recreationeil  needs.  Scheduled 
renovations  will  greatly  iitprove  vAiat  is 
presently  a  very  deteriorated  park.  The  planned 
addition  of  trees  will  alleviate  the  barren 
qiial  ity  of  the  site.  Linkage  with  adjacent 
Langone  Park  would  offer  the  opportunity  to 
expand  the  park  with  more  passive  use  areas. 
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PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  CftureAu  Cy>iorr>4  Smd^ 

Site  Name;  ^ou  tZBvmec  fAAU^  Site  Type:    ^UiL 

Location;  ■Hamovj.'  iO^\ri Acreage;  onuk 


SITE  NC 


:t' 


Evaluation  Team;  "^^  ^  6  ^ 


Weather  Conditions ; 


Evaluation  Date;      ^  >  I  b  •  B7    "       ^R^ti^ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  Cku^^-^-^,  ^^-aA^v^^oj^^^  ;  Qy^'m^/p-J 


Site  Plan 


^rb/o/Jr^v\ 


\^\v^ 


i'"'J))^J/)J))}\pW^\  r^  ^vwAl^vwj)Ji^^i^^M^1\ 


i 


^^^^BB^K^^^^f^^jM\J^!^^^i^bt^^s&^S^stlSSI^^Ka 

m^^^^^M 

SITE  NO. 

Site  Photograph  1 

mf^B^HSPf^B^BBlU^SBi 

View   into   park,    showing 

^H^IhMI^E'^^mJ^IBH^^^^^^^Hi^b^H 

fountain  as    focal   point 

and   strong   formal 

^^L^Ll                                      1    1     ^H_^_^H^B 

planting  plan.      Two 

W^^^T^  -            '  ^^?^Hl^^^5^^^r 

flower   planters   at    left. 

l^^^^fe^-     ^^^^^H 

r^^B^^^ 

1"     1— PJ'lT  I'l  1  ' '    ^.-4^  .  —--'^  -             \        -  ^9a?^Bmi 

lU 

■8 

Site  Photograph  2 

Water  fountain.   Access 
from  school  in  middle 
background. 


Site  Photograph  3 


Public  restrooms  closed. 


I 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Fountain  repaired  with 
shower  head  for  jet. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Pavement  needs  repair 
in  some  areas. 


^^n 

Site  Photograph  6 

m^^^Sm 

Most   often  seen  view 

wBm^^^^ 

of   this   park  with 

I^HhEb^ 

statue   of   Paul   Revere 

Bk 

in  center. 

*^I*^^T^^^ 

^^B^^S 

Neighborhood: -eeRBatiNorth  End> 
Site  Name:  Paul  Revere  Mall 
Location:  Hanover  and  Unity  Streets 
Acreage:  0.76  A 
Site  Type:  Mall 


J 


Site  Description: 


Paul  Revere  Mall  is  a  long,  cross-shaped  site  stretching  between  Hanover  Street 
on  the  east  and  Unity  Street  on  the  west  Along  the  north  and  south  park  edges 
there  are  brick  walls  with  integral  concrete  seating.  Residential  buildings  abut  the 
park  on  the  south,  and  a  school  and  commercial  buildings  abut  it  on  the  north.  A 
restroom  building,  now  closed,  is  located  in  a  comer  of  the  north  wall.  The  park 
is  entirely  paved  with  brick  and  concrete,  and  there  are  granite  benches  and  linear 
plantings  of  Linden  trees  throughouL  The  park  is  highlighted  with  a  statue  of 
Paul  Revere  at  the  Hanover  Street  entrance  and  a  granite  fountain  in  the  center. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  residendal,  commercial  and  insdtudonal. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition.  However,  the  park  needs 
a  major  cleaning  effort  and  repair  to  die  deteriorated  sections  of  walls  and  paving. 
Trees  are  in  need  of  pruning. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  original  design  and  quality  of  workmanship  of  Paul  Revere  Mall  is 
extraordinary  and  historically  significant,  designed  by  Arthur  Shurcliff,  one  of 
Olmstead's  succesors.  It  has  a  prominent  position  along  die  Freedom  Trail  and  is 
frequented  by  residents  as  well  as  visitors  to  the  North  End.  For  Uiese  reasons  it 
should  be  maintained  in  excellent  condition.  The  paiic  needs  to  have  die  masonry 
cleaned,  the  graffiti  removed,  and  repointing  completed.  The  fountain  should  be 
restored,  including  repair  of  die  fountainhead,  and  removal  of  die  hose  bibb 
presendy  installed. 

Concrete  planters  at  the  entrance  are  too  small  and  not  well  located  to  make  a 
strong  visual  impact  on  die  site.  Flower  planting  should  be  more  generous  in 
scale  and  located  around  the  fountain  to  serve  as  a  compelling  invitation  into  die 
center  of  the  park. 
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Nei(^Tborhood:  Central  (North  End) 
Site  Name:  Paul  Revere  Mall 
Location:  Hanover  and  Unity  Streets 
Acreage:   0.76  A      Site  Type:  Mall 


No.:  C(N)-12 


Site  Description: 


Paul  Revere  Mall  is  a  long,  cruciform  site 
stretciiing  between  Hanover  Street  en  the  east  and 
Unity  Street  cai  the  west.  Along  the  north  and 
south  park  edges  there  are  brick  wcills  with 
integral  ccaxarete  seating.  Residenticil  buildings 
abut  the  park  on  the  south,  and  a  school  and 
ccnmercial  buildings  abut  it  on  the  north.  A 
restrocm  building,  new  closed,  is  located  in  a 
comer  of  the  north  wall.  The  park  is  entirely 
paved  with  brick  and  concrete,  and  there  are 
granite  benches  and  linear  plantings  of  Linden 
trees  thnxK^iout.  Ihe  park  is  highlighted  with  a 
statue  of  PaiiL  Revere  at  the  Hanover  Street 
entrance  and  a  granite  fountciin  in  the  center. 
Surrounding  land  uses  acc&  residenticLL ,  canmercial 
and  institutional. 


Conditian  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
ccaidition.  However,  the  paric  needs  a  major 
cleaning  effort  and  r^air  to  the  deteriorated 
sections  of  walls  and  paving.  Trees  are  in  need 
of  pruning. 

The  origineil  design  and  quality  of  \«rorkmanship  of 
Paul  Revere  Mall  is  extraordinary  and 
historically  significant,  designed  by  one  of 
Olmstead's  suocesors  Arthur  Shurcliff .  It  has  a 
prominent  position  along  the  Freedom  Trail  and  is 
frequented  by  residents  as  well  as  visitors  to 
the  North  End.  For  these  reasons  it  should  be 
mcdntciined  in  excellent  condition.  In  its 
deteriorated  state  it  does  not  present  a  positive 
image  of  Boston.  The  park  needs  to  have  the 
masonry  cleaned,  the  graffiti  removed  and 
repointing  ccnpleted.  The  fountain  should  be 
restored,  including  r^air  of  the  fountainhead, 
and  reanoval  of  the  hose  bibb  presently  installed. 

Recent  site  inproveannents  -  li^ts,  fountains  and 
game  tables  -  are  not  in  keeping  with  the 
character  of  the  original  design.  Oancrete 
planters  at  the  entrance  are  too  smsill  and  not 
best  located  to  make  a  strong  visual  inpact  on 
the  site.  Flower  planting  should  be  more 
generous  in  scale  and  be  located  around  the 
fountciin  to  serve  as  a  caipelling  invitation  into 
the  center  of  the  park. 
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